ISSN : 2963-9158 E-ISSN : 2963-9166

Communautaire: Journal of Community Service

Vol. 03 No. 02 (2024) : 216-227

Available online at https://serambi.org/index.php/communautaire

Character Formation and Moral Developmentin Children
Through Mosque Engagement Programs

Hanifah Hikmawati'¥, Yasin Ayshari®
12]nstitut Agama Islam Ngawi, Indonesia
Email: hanifah@iaingawi.ac.id’, yasinasyhari@gmail.com?

Keywords:
Mentoring, Morals,
Prosperity of The
Mosque, Children

ABSTRACT

*Corresponding Author

The formation of akhlakul karimah (noble character) is an
important aspect of children's education in Islamic teachings,
which includes good moral and ethical values. This study is
based on the aim to explore the effectiveness of mosque-
centered activities in fostering these values among children.
The background of this study highlights the important role of
mosques in guiding children towards good morals through
various religious activities. The methodology of this paper is
based on Participatory Action Research (PAR) whichinvolves
active collaboration with community members in the
planning, implementation, and evaluation of the program.
This approach includes counseling and training on akhlakul
karimah values, organizing religious activities such as
calligraphy, hadrah, qiro’ah, and Qur'an reading, increasing
parental and community involvement, and conducting
ongoing evaluations to assess the impact of the program. The
findings of the study revealed that the mosque-centered
approach plays an effective role in fostering positive attitudes
and behaviors among children. Mosque-centered activities
can also provide a positive impression to the community
about theimportance of prospering the mosque. The results of
this study are expected to provide an understanding of how
religious institutions such as mosques can play an important
role in the moral and ethical development of children through
community involvement and active participation.
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INTRODUCTION

Religious education is one of the main pillars in shaping the morals and
character of the younger generation, especially in a country with a majority
Muslim population like Indonesia(Arifin & Zaini, 2024; Kurnanto et al., 2023;
Setiawan et al., 2021; Shiddiq et al., 2024). In the midst of the increasingly rapid
flow of globalization and modernization, the challenge in maintaining religious
values and morality is getting greater(Bidin et al., 2022; Pebriani et al., 2024;
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Sanjani, 2024). Children, as the next generation of the nation, urgently need a
strong religious foundation to face the various challenges of the times(Humaysah
et al., 2023; Islamiah & Maulidiah, 2024; Kejora et al., 2021). Religious education
is not only limited to the transmission of knowledge, but also the formation of
personality and character based on religious values, such as honesty,
responsibility, discipline, and social concern.

Mosques, as centers of religious activity, play a very vital role in this
process. In many areas, mosques not only serve as places of worship, but also as
educational, social, and cultural centers(Bekti Kusuma & Soraya, 2023;
Karimullah, 2023). The mosque is a place for study, community empowerment
training and Qur'an education institutions for early childhood children or often
called TPA (Al-Quran Education Park). In it, children are not only taught about
the procedures of worship, but also guided to understand and apply religious
teachingsin daily life(Risnawaty, 2023; Seprina & Rahmat, 2024). Activities such
as recitation, recitation, hadrah, and calligraphy in mosques provide a space for
children to explore and express religious values in a practical and artistic way,
which in turn helps shape their character holistically (Faiz et al., 2023; Nasser et
al., 2022; Osman, 2024; Zahira et al., 2024). This goal is commensurate with
empowerment and mentoring which aims to make them grow into a young
generation thatis good, righteous, faithful, knowledgeable, skilled, and noble. To
foster it, it is necessary to have an approach, through activities in the mosque.

The Ribath Nurul Haromain Mosque, located in Jambangan, Paron, is an
example of a mosque that is active in organizing various religious activities for
children. The mosque has become a center for religious learning and character
building, and has played an important role in prospering the surrounding
community. The activities held at this mosque not only focus on increasing
religious knowledge, but also on the application of religious values in daily life,
which leads to strengthening children's character and increasing community
participation in mosque activities.

This paper aims to assess the extent to which the service and mentoring
program for the character of akhlakul karimah can make a positive contribution
to children. The religious education provided at the Ribath Nurul Haromain
Mosque affects the formation of children's character. In addition, this service will
also explore how religious activities carried out in this mosque contribute to the
prosperity of the mosque, both in terms of increasing the number of worshippers,
community involvement, and the development of the social function of the
mosque. Thus, the results of this service are expected to provide deeper insights
into the role of religious education and religious activities in shaping children's
character and prospering the mosque as a spiritual and social center.

METHOD
This activity was prepared on a thematic basis based on village potential
with PPM (community empowerment practicum) students as the main
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actors(Keahey, 2021). Students have three roles and functions, namely agents of
change, social control and iron stock. It takes noble morals and inherent skills in
positioning them as the nation's assets and hopes. To realize this function, this
activity is in the form of service located in Jambangan village, Paron district,
Ngawi regency.

The method used is Participatory Action Research (PAR), which aims to
empower the community through active participation in each stage of the
research. PAR was chosen because this method allows researchers and the
community, in this case mosque administrators, parents, and children, to work
collaboratively in designing, implementing, and evaluating character building
and moral development programs in the mosque environment(Cornish et al.,
2023). Through the application of this Participatory Action Research (PAR)
method, the research not only focuses on the final result, but also on the process
of community empowerment, so that the mosque community can continue to
play an active role in the formation of children's character and moral
development in a sustainable manner.

One of the potential of Jambangan village is focused on the assets
contained in the mosque. The data collection techniques used in this activity
include 3 types, namely by conducting observations, interviews, and
documentation. In this activity, the three data collection techniques were used.
The data source is respondent data. One of the main activities in community
service carried out is mentoring and learning to children through art activities
such as hadrah, Qiro'ah, and calligraphy. In collecting data, the service provider
takes steps such as observation. Observation of service members will conduct
direct observation at the Ribath Nurul Haromain Mosque to observe religious
activities such as recitation, recitation, hadrah, and calligraphy. This observation
will focus on the participation of children in these activities and how these
activities are managed by the mosque management. In-depth interviews were
conducted with various related parties, such as mosque administrators, teachers
or ustadz who teach, as well as children's parents. This interview aims to explore
their views on the influence of religious education on the formation of children's
character and the contribution of mosque activities to the prosperity of the
mosque.

The analysis in this study was conducted using the triangulation method
to ensure the validity and accuracy of the data obtained, by integrating various
data sources, data collection techniques, and analysis perspectives(Kohler, 2024).
Source triangulation involved collecting data from mosque administrators,
parents, and children through in-depth interviews, direct observation, and
questionnaires, which allowed for the identification of consistent patterns or
differences in perceptions regarding the effectiveness of the program. Method
triangulation was applied through the use of various data collection techniques,
such as interviews, participant observation, and document analysis, to reduce
bias and provide a holistic view of the implementation and impact of the
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program. In addition, theory triangulation was conducted by analyzing data
from various theoretical perspectives related to character formation, moral
education, and community participation, which allowed for a deeper
understanding and confirmation of findings with existing theories.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

This service was carried out to examine the influence of religious
education on the formation of children's character and the prosperity of the
Ribath Nurul Haromain Jambangan Paron Mosque. Data was collected from a
variety of sources, including direct observations, interviews with various parties,
as well as questionnaires distributed to parents and teachers.

Character Formation of Children

The formation of children's character through activities in mosquesis one
of the important efforts in moral and spiritual education based on Islamic values.
The mosque not only functions as a place of worship, but also as a center for
learning and self-development for children. Through various activities such as
recitation, recitation of the Qur'an, moral training, calligraphy art, and
participation in social activities, children are taught moral values, such as
honesty, patience, discipline, and a sense of responsibility. Interaction with the
mosque environment, including with teachers, parents, and fellow friends,
provides a profound experience in understanding and practicing Islamic
teachings practically in daily life. Active involvementin activities at the mosque
also helps children develop a sense of community, empathy, and social care, all
of which contribute to the formation of strong character and noble character.

The results of the research findings in an interview with one of the mosque
administrators stated, "The mosque is not only a place of worship, but also a
center of social and educational activities. We are very focused on building
children's character through various activities held at the mosque". The results of
this interview describe various activities organized by the mosque with the main
purpose of teaching and instilling important Islamic values in children. The
activities mentioned include routine recitation, recitation of the Qur'an,
calligraphy training, and social activities such as social service and mutual
cooperation.

This argument is in line with the results of a research interview with the
management of takmir in the field of public relations who stated, "there are
various activities, such as routine recitation, recitation of the Qur'an, calligraphy
art training, as well as social activities such as social service and mutual
cooperation. All of these activities are designed to teach importantIslamicvalues,
such as morals, discipline, and responsibility." The results of the interview show
that mosques have a broader role than just a place of worship. In addition to
being the main location for religious activities, mosques also function as centers
for social and educational activities for the community, especially in the context
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of building children's character. The mosque management emphasized the
importance of the mosque as an environment that supports the development of
moral and ethical values through various activities held. These activities are
designed not only to improve children's understanding of religion but also to
instill positive values such as discipline, responsibility, and togetherness.

The formation of children's character is inseparable from the method of
education. In Islamic terminology, education refers to the role of prophets which
places humans as the subject of education as kamil and taqwa people. Character
education is vital to form and give birth to a generation that continues the glory
and greatness of their country. Through the hands of the children, the future of
the life of a country is hoped. The glory of the nation starts from how tough and
noble the character of the generation in it is. This service is carried out through
the implementation of religious education, such as hadrah, calligraphy, and
Qiro'ah. Observation was carried out for one month to obtain accurate data on
children's behavior and attitudes.

Children involved in religious education experience positive changes in
their character, namely discipline and responsibility. Children who participated
in hadrah activities showed an improvement in discipline and a sense of
responsibility, such as arriving on time and completing tasks well(Cahyani, 2023;
Nasser et al., 2022; Sahara et al., 2023). Creativity and perseverance Through
calligraphy lessons, children show an improvement in perseverance and
creativity, monitored by their work and their interestin art. Then for the Qiro'ah
program to increase the understanding and memorization of the Qur'an, which
has an impact on the formation of children's religious character.

The mosque plays an active role in facilitating programs that aim to shape
the children's character into individuals with good morals, reflecting Islamic
values in their daily lives(Amir et al., 2022; Furqoni et al., 2024; Zaenullah &
Anwar, 2021; Zuhdi et al., 2024). The results of this interview underscore the
importance of the role of mosques as integral social and educational institutions
in society, especially in educating the young generation with good values.
Regular recitation and tadarus of the Qur'an function as the main means of
increasing children's understanding of Islamic religious teachings, as well as
instilling discipline and good habits. Calligraphy art training gives children the
opportunity to express their creativity while staying connected to Islamic values
through art. Social activities such as social service and mutual cooperation not
only serve as a forum to build togetherness and solidarity among children, but
also teach them the importance of social responsibility and empathy for
others(Carlyna et al., 2022; Irawan et al., 2024; Ridlo & Yanti, 2023). All of these
activities are holistically designed to teach moral values, which include Islamic
moral and ethical values such as honesty, discipline, responsibility, and concern
for others.

Religious education carried out at the Ribath Nurul Haromain Mosque,
including hadrah, calligraphy, and Qiro'ah activities, shows a significant positive
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impact on the formation of children's character. Children who participate in this
program experience improvements in discipline, responsibility, creativity, and
religious understanding. The formation of this character starts from the effort to
know the good, love the good, and do good. Character intelligenceis the ultimate
goal of true education, as well as the goal of character education to know the
good, love the good, and do the good(Huda, 2021; Kejoraet al., 2021). The hadrah
program helps children to be more disciplined and enthusiastic in their activities,
while calligraphy increases their perseverance and creativity. Qiro'ah provides a
deeper understanding of religious teachings, which has an impact on improving
children's religious behavior.

Mosque Prosperity

There is an increase in the number of children and families who attend
mosques on a regular basis. Religious education activities attract more visitors to
participate in mosque activities. Religious activities in the form of religious
education programs increase participation in religious activities such as
congregational prayers and recitations. Children often bring their family and
friends, which contributes to a more active atmosphere in the mosque.
Community involvement becomes more involved in mosque activities, such as
supporting religious events and participating in social activities organized by
mosques.

Table 1. Documentation of Mosque Activities
No Name of activity Photo Documentation

B

1 calligraphy activities attended by
children at the Ribath Nurul
Haromain mosque

2 Hadrah activities attended by
children, and trainers from teenagers
and adults at the Ribath Nurul
Haromain mosque
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3 Qior'ahactivitiesor the art of reading
the Qur'an that children participated
in at the Ribath Nurul Haromain
mosque

4 Reciting and discussing activities
with the children of the Ribath Nurul
Haromain mosque

Based on the data obtained from Table 1, there are things that can be found
from the mentoring activities. Continuous patience can shape children to become
responsible for themselves. Children will also be able to learn to control
emotions, achieve achievements with their own efforts, and use their empathy.
The formation of children's character, thus, can be realized by the existence of
programs and activities carried out in mosques. In addition to shaping character,
this program is also an educational medium for children to love the mosque from
an early age.

This spirit is very important because in the global era with the practice of
rapid technological development, the generation of mosque lovers is needed to
be a pilot and example for the social changes that occur in society. Religious
education contributes to the prosperity of the Ribath Nurul Haromain Mosque
by increasing community attendance and participation. The activities held attract
more families and children to be active in the mosque, making it a more lively
center of religious activities. The increase in the number of visitors and
participation in religious activities such as congregational prayers and recitation
shows that religious education programs have an impact not only on individuals
but also on the community as a whole.

Religious education programs such as this service should continue to be
improved by expanding the reach and involvement of the community (Bidin et
al., 2022; Humaysah et al., 2023; Pebriani et al., 2024). The application of a more
holistic approach in religious education can help achieve more optimal
results(Khotimah et al.,, 2024; Saridudin, 2021). The more mosques that
implement the management of Islamic religious education well, the generation
of the nation with moral character will also be born, whose characteris typical of
"religiously oriented" able to place on strong religious foundations.

The author in this study analyzes the role of the mosque as a center of
activities that not only focus on worship, but also function as a vehicle for
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character formation and moral development of children through activities such
as regular religious studies, tadarus Al-Qur'an, calligraphy training, and social
activities such as community service and mutual cooperation. The analysis shows
that mosques, with a holisticapproach to moral and spiritual education, are able
to become important instrumentsin forming positive attitudes and behaviors in
the younger generation. The main contribution of this finding is the affirmation
of the importance of mosques as social and religious educational institutions in
Islamicsociety, as well as providing insight into how the integration of religious
and social activities in mosques can play a significant role in forming children's
character based on Islamic values. This study also enriches the literature on
character education in religious environments and offers a model that can be
replicated in various communities to strengthenmoral and ethical values among
children, while providing a basis for the development of community-based
education policies and practices in the future.

CONCLUSION

This program has succeeded in facilitating the development of moral
character in children through various religious activities in mosques. Children
show improvements in positive attitudes and behaviors, such as honesty,
responsibility, and concern for others. The prosperity of the mosque as a center
of religious activities has succeeded in attracting the active involvement of
children in various activities, such as religious learning, congregational prayers,
and social activities. This involvement helps them understand and apply the
values of moral characterin daily life. Through calligraphy, hadrah, gira'ah, and
recitation, children form their character to love the mosque from an early age. It
also aims to train sensitivity and social interaction between them.
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