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 ABSTRACT 
 This study aims to analyze the educational management policy of 

multidisciplinary Islamic education, particularly the integration of 

religious and general knowledge within the Islamic Education (PAI) 

curriculum. A qualitative approach was employed using descriptive 

analysis to explore how curriculum policies are designed and 

implemented in response to contemporary educational demands. The 

findings indicate that the curriculum, as a key instrument in achieving 

educational goals, is dynamic and continuously evolving to meet 21st-

century competencies, including communication, collaboration, critical 

thinking, and digital literacy. The implementation of a 

multidisciplinary curriculum reflects a strategic policy effort to 

integrate religious and general sciences, positioning them as 

complementary rather than separate domains. This integration 

supports the development of holistic learners who are both 

intellectually competent and spiritually grounded. From an 

educational management perspective, the study highlights the 

importance of policy planning, curriculum organization, and 

implementation strategies in ensuring effective integration. The 

findings imply that multidisciplinary curriculum policies can enhance 

the relevance and adaptability of Islamic education systems, enabling 

institutions to respond to modern challenges while maintaining their 

foundational values. 

*Corresponding Author 

Article History: 

Received: January 2026; Revised: February 2026; Accepted: March 2026 

Please cite this article in APA style as: 

Auwali, M. R., Kadi, T.  (2026). From Fragmentation to Integration: Educational Management Policy in 

Multidisciplinary Islamic Education.  Journal of Educational Management Research, 5(3), 2822-2831. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Islam is a multidimensional religion encompassing theology, law, social 

systems, economics, science, and culture, forming a comprehensive framework 

for human life (Houssaini, 2024). This study is important because contemporary 

society increasingly requires an integrated understanding of knowledge to 

address complex global challenges. In education, the separation between 

religious and scientific knowledge often leads to fragmented learning 

experiences that limit students’ holistic development (Jenuri et al., 2025; Woolley 
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et al., 2024). A multidisciplinary Islamic education approach offers a solution by 

positioning religious and general sciences as complementary domains (Riwanda 

et al., 2025). Evidence from modern educational practices shows that integrated 

knowledge systems enhance critical thinking and problem-solving abilities. 

From an educational management perspective, designing such integrated 

systems requires effective policy planning and curriculum development (Díez, 

2020). Therefore, this study contributes to understanding how multidisciplinary 

Islamic education can support the development of balanced individuals who are 

intellectually capable, spiritually grounded, and socially responsible in a rapidly 

changing world. 

Despite its potential, multidisciplinary Islamic education faces significant 

challenges in implementation (Nor et al., 2024). The main problem lies in the 

persistent dichotomy between religious and secular knowledge within 

educational systems (Saada & Magadlah, 2021). Many institutions still treat 

Islamic Education (PAI) as a separate subject rather than integrating it with other 

disciplines. This separation limits students’ ability to connect religious values 

with real-world contexts. Furthermore, educational management practices often 

lack clear strategies for integrating diverse knowledge domains into a cohesive 

curriculum. As a result, students may achieve academic competence without 

fully internalizing ethical and spiritual values. This issue highlights the need for 

comprehensive policy frameworks that address both curriculum design and 

implementation processes. Without effective management, efforts to integrate 

knowledge may remain conceptual rather than practical, thereby reducing the 

impact of Islamic education in shaping students’ character and competencies. 
In practice, educational institutions are increasingly attempting to bridge 

this gap through curriculum integration and interdisciplinary approaches. Many 
schools have introduced learning models that combine religious teachings with 
scientific and social knowledge to create more holistic educational experiences 
(Marshall, 2025). For example, the integration of Islamic values into science 
education allows students to understand the relationship between faith and 
empirical knowledge. Additionally, modern educational demands, such as 
digital literacy and critical thinking, require innovative teaching strategies that 
go beyond traditional methods (Falloon, 2020). However, the effectiveness of 
these initiatives varies across institutions, depending on leadership, resources, 
and institutional readiness. This phenomenon demonstrates that successful 
implementation of multidisciplinary education is not solely dependent on 
curriculum design but also on how it is managed, organized, and evaluated 
within educational systems (Mård, 2021). 

Previous studies have highlighted the importance of integrating religious 
and general knowledge in Islamic education. Research indicates that 
multidisciplinary approaches can enhance students’ intellectual and moral 
development by providing a more comprehensive understanding of knowledge 
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(Bassachs et al., 2020). Studies also emphasize that curriculum integration 
supports the development of critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-
solving skills, which are essential in the 21st century. Furthermore, educational 
scholars argue that Islamic education should not be isolated from scientific 
disciplines but should function as a foundational framework that guides ethical 
and intellectual development (Lahmar, 2020). These findings demonstrate the 
growing recognition of multidisciplinary education as a necessary approach in 
modern educational systems. 

However, existing literature often focuses on conceptual discussions of 

integration rather than examining how educational policies and management 

practices facilitate its implementation (Abedi, 2024). Many studies emphasize 

curriculum content and pedagogical approaches while neglecting the role of 

educational management in ensuring effective integration. This creates a 

significant research gap, as policy design, institutional governance, and 

leadership strategies are critical factors in successful curriculum implementation 

(Muthanna & Sang, 2023). Without addressing these management dimensions, 

multidisciplinary education may face challenges in consistency, sustainability, 

and scalability. Therefore, further research is needed to explore how educational 

management policies can support the integration of knowledge within Islamic 

education systems (Arar et al., 2022). 

This study offers a novel contribution by examining multidisciplinary 

Islamic education from an educational management perspective (Badrun, 2024). 

Unlike previous studies that focus primarily on theoretical or pedagogical 

aspects, this research analyzes how policy frameworks, curriculum planning, 

and institutional strategies interact to support knowledge integration. The 

novelty lies in positioning multidisciplinary education as a managed process that 

requires coordination between policy, curriculum design, and implementation 

(Allinson & Mahon, 2022; Martins et al., 2022). By integrating these dimensions, 

this study provides a more comprehensive understanding of how Islamic 

education can adapt to contemporary demands while maintaining its 

foundational values. This approach is essential for developing sustainable 

educational systems that are both innovative and rooted in Islamic principles 

(Hajar, 2024). 

Based on the discussion above, this study addresses the central research 

problem: how educational management policies can support the integration of 

multidisciplinary knowledge within the Islamic Education (PAI) curriculum. 

This study argues that effective integration requires a systematic approach 

involving planning, organizing, implementing, and evaluating curriculum 

policies. It is assumed that institutions with well-structured management 

systems are better able to integrate religious and general knowledge effectively. 

Through a qualitative approach, this research aims to analyze policy 
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implementation and identify strategies for successful curriculum integration. The 

findings are expected to contribute to both theoretical and practical perspectives, 

particularly in developing educational management strategies that support 

holistic and sustainable Islamic education. 

 

RESEARCH METHODS 

This study employed a qualitative approach using a case study design to 

analyze the policy of multidisciplinary Islamic education, particularly the 

integration of knowledge within the Islamic Education (PAI) curriculum. The 

qualitative case study design was selected because it enables an in-depth 

exploration of complex educational phenomena, especially the interaction 

between policy, curriculum, and knowledge integration (Cleland et al., 2021; 

Ramli et al., 2025). This approach is appropriate for examining how 

multidisciplinary education is conceptualized and managed within Islamic 

educational systems. From an educational management perspective, the study 

focuses on how policy planning, curriculum organization, implementation, and 

evaluation processes support the integration of religious and general knowledge. 

The case is positioned conceptually within the broader discourse of Islamic 

education reform, allowing for a comprehensive understanding of policy 

dynamics and institutional strategies. 

The research context is derived from academic and policy literature 

related to multidisciplinary Islamic education, making the study non-site specific 

but conceptually grounded in educational discourse. The “location” of the study 

refers to the body of scholarly work addressing curriculum integration, Islamic 

education policy, and educational management practices. Data were collected 

through document analysis, involving the systematic review of academic journal 

articles, books, and relevant policy documents. The data collection process 

included reading, note-taking, and organizing materials based on thematic 

relevance, such as curriculum integration, knowledge synthesis, and institutional 

management. This method allows for the identification of patterns and trends in 

the development of multidisciplinary Islamic education while ensuring that the 

analysis is grounded in credible and relevant sources (Hussin et al., 2024). 

Data analysis was conducted using qualitative descriptive analysis 

through an interactive process involving data condensation, data reduction, data 

display, and conclusion drawing or verification (Monaro et al., 2022). In the data 

condensation stage, relevant information was selected and simplified to focus on 

key concepts related to policy and curriculum integration. The data were then 

organized and presented in thematic categories to facilitate interpretation and 

identify relationships between variables. Finally, conclusions were drawn and 

continuously verified by cross-checking across multiple sources to ensure 
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consistency and validity. From an educational management perspective, this 

analytical framework highlights how systematic planning, organization, and 

evaluation contribute to effective policy implementation. Through this process, 

the study provides a comprehensive understanding of how multidisciplinary 

Islamic education policies are developed and managed to support holistic 

educational outcomes. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

The findings of this study indicate that Islamic Religious Education (PAI) 

plays a fundamental role in shaping students’ intellectual, spiritual, and moral 

development through a multidimensional approach. As a systematic educational 

process, PAI is designed not only to transmit religious knowledge but also to 

internalize ethical values and social skills. In practice, the implementation of PAI 

reflects a comprehensive curriculum that includes theology, Qur’anic studies, 

Hadith, jurisprudence, Islamic history, and moral education. This 

multidimensional structure enables students to develop a holistic understanding 

of Islam as a way of life. However, the study also reveals that a mono-disciplinary 

approach limits students’ perspectives, making learning less engaging and less 

relevant to contemporary challenges. Therefore, integrating PAI with other 

disciplines becomes essential to enhance students’ understanding and 

applicability of knowledge in real-life contexts. 

The results further show that multidisciplinary Islamic education 

represents a strategic response to the increasing complexity of modern 

educational demands. The integration of religious and general sciences allows 

students to develop both spiritual awareness and intellectual competence. In this 

context, curriculum development becomes a crucial element in achieving 

educational goals. A dynamic curriculum that incorporates communication, 

collaboration, critical thinking, and digital literacy reflects the needs of 21st-

century education. From an educational management perspective, this requires 

effective planning and organization of curriculum structures to ensure that 

interdisciplinary learning is systematically implemented. Without proper 

management, curriculum integration may remain conceptual rather than 

practical, limiting its impact on student development (Walter, 2024). 

The discussion highlights that the integration of science and religion 

within Islamic education provides a balanced framework for understanding 

knowledge. Science contributes to empirical understanding and technological 

advancement, while religion provides ethical guidance and spiritual direction. 

The findings demonstrate that integrating these two domains helps students 

develop a comprehensive worldview, where knowledge is not fragmented but 

interconnected. This integration aligns with the philosophical foundation of 
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Islamic education, which emphasizes that all knowledge originates from a 

unified source. From a management perspective, this requires coordination in 

curriculum design, instructional strategies, and evaluation systems to ensure that 

both domains are effectively aligned. Such integration also supports the 

development of students’ character by linking intellectual growth with moral 

responsibility (Rojak et al.,2024). 

Moreover, the study reveals that the success of multidisciplinary Islamic 

education depends on the effective implementation of educational management 

functions, including planning, organizing, leading, and controlling. Planning 

involves designing a curriculum that integrates religious and general knowledge, 

while organizing ensures the coordination of learning activities and resources. 

Leadership plays a critical role in guiding teachers and students toward 

achieving educational objectives, particularly in fostering an environment that 

supports interdisciplinary learning. Meanwhile, controlling and evaluation 

processes are necessary to assess the effectiveness of curriculum implementation 

and student outcomes. These management functions collectively ensure that the 

integration of knowledge is not only theoretical but also practical and sustainable 

within the educational system. 

In addition, the findings emphasize that the integration of science and 

religion within the curriculum contributes to the formation of balanced 

individuals who possess both intellectual and spiritual competencies. The 

curriculum serves as a medium not only for knowledge transfer but also for 

character development. By embedding religious values within scientific learning, 

students are encouraged to view knowledge as a means of serving humanity and 

fulfilling their responsibilities as individuals. This approach reflects the 

importance of aligning educational objectives with broader societal needs, 

particularly in fostering ethical and responsible citizens. From an educational 

management perspective, this requires continuous innovation in curriculum 

design and teaching strategies to ensure relevance and effectiveness in a rapidly 

changing world (Andrin et al., 2024). 
However, the study also identifies several challenges in implementing 

multidisciplinary Islamic education. These include difficulties in aligning 
different knowledge domains, variations in students’ abilities, and the need for 
teachers who are capable of integrating interdisciplinary perspectives. 
Additionally, the lack of structured management strategies may hinder the 
effectiveness of curriculum implementation. These challenges highlight the 
importance of strengthening institutional capacity through professional 
development, policy support, and systematic evaluation mechanisms. 
Educational institutions must adopt adaptive management strategies to address 
these challenges and ensure that integration efforts are sustainable and 
impactful. 
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Overall, the findings and discussion demonstrate that multidisciplinary 

Islamic education, supported by effective educational management, provides a 

viable approach to addressing contemporary educational challenges. The 

integration of religious and scientific knowledge not only enhances students’ 

intellectual capacity but also strengthens their moral and spiritual development. 

Through systematic planning, implementation, and evaluation, educational 

institutions can create a balanced curriculum that responds to modern demands 

while maintaining Islamic values. Therefore, multidisciplinary Islamic education 

should be viewed as a strategic framework for developing holistic learners who 

are capable of contributing positively to society while remaining grounded in 

their religious identity. 

 

CONCLUSION  

 This study highlights that Islamic Religious Education (PAI) plays a 

crucial role in developing students’ intellectual, moral, and social capacities 

through a comprehensive and value-based learning process. The most important 

insight is that effective education requires not only theoretical understanding but 

also the practical implementation of values in daily life. The dynamic nature of 

the curriculum, especially in the 21st century, demands the integration of 

communication, collaboration, critical thinking, and digital literacy skills. 

Furthermore, the integration of science and religion provides a holistic 

educational framework, enabling students to balance intellectual advancement 

with ethical and spiritual development. The strength of this study lies in its 

contribution to the academic discourse by emphasizing the importance of 

integrating multidisciplinary knowledge within Islamic education and 

highlighting the role of curriculum as a strategic tool in achieving holistic 

educational outcomes. 

However, this study has several limitations. The discussion is primarily 

conceptual and lacks empirical validation in diverse educational settings. 

Additionally, the complexity of integrating science and religion in curriculum 

design requires further exploration, particularly in terms of practical 

implementation and institutional readiness. Future research is recommended to 

conduct empirical studies that examine how multidisciplinary curriculum 

integration is applied in different educational contexts. Longitudinal studies may 

also be useful to assess the long-term impact of such integration on students’ 

intellectual and moral development. These efforts will contribute to the 

development of more effective and sustainable educational models that align 

with contemporary challenges. 

 

 



Journal of Educational Management Research Vol. 05 No. 03 (2026) : 2822-2831       2829 
Available online at  https://serambi.org/index.php/jemr 

REFERENCES 

 

Abedi, E. A. (2024). Tensions between Technology Integration Practices of 

Teachers and ICT in Education Policy Expectations: Implications for 

Change in Teacher Knowledge, Beliefs and Teaching Practices. Journal of 

Computers in Education, 11(4), 1215–1234. https://doi.org/10.1007/s40692-

023-00296-6 

Allinson, M. E., & Mahon, K. (2022). Modelling Transdisciplinary Pedagogy: a 

Method for Collaborative Curriculum Design. Journal of University 

Teaching and Learning Practice, 19(3), 1–15. 

https://doi.org/10.53761/1.19.3.04 

Andrin, G., Kilag, O. K., Groenewald, E., Benitez, J., Dagala, F., & Ubay, R. 

(2024). Borderless Learning Environments: Impacts on Educational 

Management Strategies. International Multidisciplinary Journal of Research 

for Innovation, Sustainability, and Excellence, 1(2), 43–49. 

Arar, K., Sawalhi, R., & Yilmaz, M. (2022). The Research on Islamic-Based 

Educational Leadership since 1990: an International Review of Empirical 

Evidence and a Future Research Agenda. Religions, 13(1), 42. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/rel13010042 

Badrun, B. (2024). Enhancing Islamic Education: the Role of Madrasah-Based 

Management in Islamic Boarding Schools. Al-Ishlah: Jurnal Pendidikan, 

16(2), 2772–2780. https://doi.org/10.35445/alishlah.v16i2.5153 

Bassachs, M., Cañabate, D., Serra, T., & Colomer, J. (2020). Interdisciplinary 

Cooperative Educational Approaches to Foster Knowledge and 

Competences for Sustainable Development. Sustainability, 12(20), 8624. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/su12208624 

Cleland, J., MacLeod, A., & Ellaway, R. H. (2021). The Curious Case of Case 

Study Research. Medical Education, 55(10), 1131–1141. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/medu.14544 

Díez, F., Villa, A., López, A. L., & Iraurgi, I. (2020). Impact of Quality 

Management Systems in the Performance of Educational Centers: 

Educational Policies and Management Processes. Heliyon, 6(4). 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.heliyon.2020.e03824 

Falloon, G. (2020). From Digital Literacy to Digital Competence: the Teacher 

Digital Competency (TDC) Framework. Educational Technology Research 

and Development, 68(5), 2449–2472. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11423-020-

09767-4 

Hajar, A. (2024). Transforming Islamic Education for Environmental and Social 

Sustainability. Sinergi International Journal of Islamic Studies, 2(2), 82–95. 

https://doi.org/10.61194/ijis.v2i2.601 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s40692-023-00296-6
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40692-023-00296-6
https://doi.org/10.53761/1.19.3.04
https://doi.org/10.3390/rel13010042
https://doi.org/10.35445/alishlah.v16i2.5153
https://doi.org/10.3390/su12208624
https://doi.org/10.1111/medu.14544
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.heliyon.2020.e03824
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11423-020-09767-4
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11423-020-09767-4
https://doi.org/10.61194/ijis.v2i2.601


2830                                                 Journal of Educational Management Research  Vol. 05 No. 03 (2026) : 2822-2831    

  Available online at  https://serambi.org/index.php/jemr 

Houssaini, O. S. (2024). Integrating Spirituality and Politics: Insights from Islam 

and Christianity on Religiosity and Governance in Contemporary 

Society. International Journal of Euro-Mediterranean Studies, 17(2), 235–258. 

https://doi.org/10.70908/2232-6022/17.235-258 

Hussin, M. Y. M., Muhammad, F., Razak, A. A., & Awang, S. A. (2024). Islamic 

Religious School as an Alternative Education Institution in the Global 

Era: a Bibliometric and Thematic Analysis. International Journal of 

Learning, Teaching and Educational Research, 23(9), 560–591. 

https://doi.org/10.26803/ijlter.23.9.28 

Jenuri, Faqihuddin, A., Suresman, E., Abdullah, M., & Fahrudin. (2025). 

Overcoming the Spiritual Emptiness of Students in the Modern Era 

through the Integration of Al-Ghazali’s Human Concepts in the Islamic 

Religious Education Learning Model. Cogent Education, 12(1), 2497147. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/2331186X.2025.2497147 

Lahmar, F. (2020). Islamic Education: an Islamic “Wisdom-Based Cultural 

Environment” in a Western Context. Religions, 11(8), 409. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/rel11080409 

Marshall, H. (2025). Integrating Sustainability into Religious Education. Journal 

of Beliefs & Values, 1–20. https://doi.org/10.1080/13617672.2025.2504983 

Martins, F. P., Cezarino, L. O., Liboni, L. B., Botelho Junior, A. B., & Hunter, T. 

(2022). Interdisciplinarity-Based Sustainability Framework for 

Management Education. Sustainability, 14(19), 12289. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/su141912289 

Monaro, S., Gullick, J., & West, S. (2022). Qualitative Data Analysis for Health 

Research: a Step-by-Step Example of Phenomenological Interpretation. 

The Qualitative Report, 27(4), 1040–1057. https://doi.org/10.46743/2160-

3715/2022.5249 

Mård, N. (2021). History in Multidisciplinary Education: a Case Study in a 

Finnish Primary School. Education 3-13, 49(5), 513–528. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/03004279.2020.1737172 

Muthanna, A., & Sang, G. (2023). A Conceptual Model of the Factors Affecting 

Education Policy Implementation. Education Sciences, 13(3), 260. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/educsci13030260 

Nor, A., Yusuf, M., & Arabi, I. (2024). Strategies for Improving the 

Professionalism of Islamic Education Teachers at University. Tafkir: 

Interdisciplinary Journal of Islamic Education, 5(1), 41–61. 

https://doi.org/10.31538/tijie.v5i1.774 

Ramli, R., Razali, R., Gadeng, A. N., Diana, N., & Hariadi, J. (2025). Integrating 

Local Knowledge into Higher Education: A Qualitative Study of 

https://doi.org/10.70908/2232-6022/17.235-258
https://doi.org/10.26803/ijlter.23.9.28
https://doi.org/10.1080/2331186X.2025.2497147
https://doi.org/10.3390/rel11080409
https://doi.org/10.1080/13617672.2025.2504983
https://doi.org/10.3390/su141912289
https://doi.org/10.46743/2160-3715/2022.5249
https://doi.org/10.46743/2160-3715/2022.5249
https://doi.org/10.1080/03004279.2020.1737172
https://doi.org/10.3390/educsci13030260
https://doi.org/10.31538/tijie.v5i1.774


Journal of Educational Management Research Vol. 05 No. 03 (2026) : 2822-2831       2831 
Available online at  https://serambi.org/index.php/jemr 

Curriculum Innovation in Aceh, Indonesia. Education Sciences, 15(9), 

1214. https://doi.org/10.3390/educsci15091214 

Riwanda, A., Abdurrohim, Widiyati, E., & Pranajaya, S. A. (2025). Science and 

Religion Integration in Indonesian Islamic Senior High Schools: 

Analyzing Teachers’ Pedagogical Practices. Science & Education, 1–21. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s11191-025-00648-x 

Rojak, J. A., Fajar, A. S. M., & Darmawan, D. (2024). A Comprehensive Review 

of Counseling’s Contribution to Student Character Development in 

University Education. International Journal of Service Science, Management, 

Engineering, and Technology, 6(1), 13–18. 

Saada, N., & Magadlah, H. (2021). The Meanings and Possible Implications of 

Critical Islamic Religious Education. British Journal of Religious Education, 

43(2), 206–217. https://doi.org/10.1080/01416200.2020.1785844 

Walter, Y. (2024). Embracing the Future of Artificial Intelligence in the 

Classroom: The Relevance of AI Literacy, Prompt Engineering, and 

Critical Thinking in Modern Education. International Journal of Educational 

Technology in Higher Education, 21(1), 15. https://doi.org/10.1186/s41239-

024-00448-3 

Woolley, M., Bowie, R. A., Hulbert, S., Thomas, C., Riordan, J. P., & Revell, L. 

(2024). Teachers’ Perspectives on the Relationship between Secondary 

School Departments of Science and Religious Education: Independence 

or Mutual Enrichment? The Curriculum Journal, 35(3), 378–395. 

https://doi.org/10.1002/curj.233 
 

https://doi.org/10.3390/educsci15091214
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11191-025-00648-x
https://doi.org/10.1080/01416200.2020.1785844
https://doi.org/10.1186/s41239-024-00448-3
https://doi.org/10.1186/s41239-024-00448-3
https://doi.org/10.1002/curj.233

